December 19th, 2004

Hi Gavin

I have started writing about 4 hours later than usual. Schedule all changed now that Nadine is here. She arrived last night but took quite a long time to get here from the airport with her friend Annemarie. Didn’t get to bed until nearly 1 a.m.! This morning I went with Nadine to the gym where she, but not I, worked out. She has now gone to TST. Because of her arrival yesterday, I went for a shorter and slower run, so that I wouldn’t be too tired.
Last weekend, the second tournament in the World Rugby 7s was held in South Africa. NZ won this one, beating Fiji 33-19 in the final. England, NZ and Fiji now have the same number of points. Rugby 7s has been short-listed as an Olympic sport in the 2012 games. It probably helps that the current IOC president once represented Belgium in Rugby. The 15-a-side game used to be an Olympic sport way back in the early days. It was held four times (I think), and stopped sometime in the 1920s. The US won all four gold medals. Did I tell you that Jonah Lomu has had a liver transplant, is training again and wants to get back into the All Black squad? 

Was mentally following your progress when you travelled from Boston Tuesday to England the other day. How are you settling in? Is it cold? Let me know sometime what things are like. 

Read in the paper and saw on TV that the world's tallest bridge opened the other day in South-western France. The highest part of the bridge in taller than the Eiffel Tower! The bridge crosses a huge ravine situated in Millau. Can you remember this place? We stayed there one night; you and Nadine went swimming in a river and were gradually drifting downstream. 

Saw a TV documentary on Changi WWII prison. The documentary was made as the prison is about to be knocked down. Several POWs from a number of countries and also Singapore were brought in to re-visit the place. Interesting, though I was a little disappointed with it. Another radio news report mentioned that part of the airport terminal roof in Auckland collapsed. People injured, but I don’t think anyone was killed.

That seems to be about all for now. Quite short! Cheers.
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